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SUB J : DIET SESSION ENDS 

SUMMARY: 72ND DIET ENDED ITS FREQUENTLY STALLED AND OFTEN 
STORMY EXTENDED SESSION MONDAY JUNE 3 AFTER ENACTING INTO LAW 
79 OF 95 BILLS SUBMITTED TO IT. AMONG MAJOR EVENTS OF 
LENGTHY 185-DAY SESSION WERE UNPRECEDENTED LOWER HOUSE HEARINGS 
ON ALLEGED PROFITEERING AND OTHER QTE ANTI-SOCIAL UNQTE BUSINESS 
PRACTICES ON PART OF BIG BUSINESS. APPROVAL OF JAPAN-PRC CIV AIR 
PACT, AND ENACTMENT OF BILLS TO CONTROL LAND USE AND LAND PRICES 
AND TO EFFECT CHANGES IN SCHOOL MANAGEMENT. SESSION WAS MARKED 
BY PALPABLE GRANDSTANDING ON PART OF BOTH LDP AND OPPOSITION 
PARTIES SEEKING TO ENHANCE THEIR VOTER APPEAL IN UPCOMING UPPER 
HOUSE ELECTION. END SUMMARY. 

1. 72ND ORDINARY DIET SESSION, WHICH LASTED 185 DAYS AFTER 
BEING EXTENDED LAST APRIL FOR 35 DAYS, CONCLUDED ITS LENGTHY 
AND FREQUENTLY STORMY LIFE JUNE 3 AS BOTH HOUSES CONVENED LATE 
EVENING PLENARIES TO CLEAN UP LAST-MINUTE BUSINESS INCLUDING 
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FINAL PASSAGE OF SEVERAL KEY BILLS. LOWER HOUSE, WHICH HAD 
BEEN STALLED SINCE MAY 25 BY OPPOSITION PARTY BOYCOTT PROTESTING 
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LDP EFFORTS TO PUSH THROUGH YASUKUNI SHIINE BILL, BEGAN TO 
FUNCTION ON LAST DAY AFTER LDP FINALLY BOWED TO STIFF OPPOSITION 
RESISTANCE AND GAVE UP ON CONTROVERSIAL ISSUE FOR TIME BEING. 

ON MONDAY, LOWER CHAMBER PASSED AND REFERRED TO UPPER HOUSE TWO 
BILLS TO PROVIDE IMMEDIATE 10 PERCENT PAY RAISE TO GOVERNMENT 
WORKERS AND TO IMPROVE PENSION BENEFITS TO FORMER PUBLIC OFFICIALS. 

2. IN UPPER HOUSE, CONTROVERSY OVER LEGISLATION RELATED TO 
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE BENEFITS AND OTHER SOCIAL WELFARE 
MEASURES RESULTED IN ABORTING OF SIX BILLS, BUT LATE EVENING 
PLENARY APPROVED FINAL BATCH OF PENDING LEGISLATION WHICH 
INCLUDED MAJOR BILLS CONCERNING ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW GOVERNMENT 
AGENCY TO ADMINISTER LAND UTILIZATION LAW. PROVISION OF FUNDS 

FOR SETTLEMENT OF POLLUTION DISPUTES AND ELECTRIC POWER 
DEVELOPMENT. ELECTRIC POWER BILL WAS DESIGNED TO FACILITATE 
EXPANSION OF POWER GENERATING FACILITIES INCLUDING NUCLEAR 
FACILITIES AND SEEKS TO FACILITATE SITING OF NUCLEAR POWER 
PLANTS BY PROVIDING TAX REDUCTION AND OTHER COMPENSATION TO 
LOCAL RESIDENTS. 

3. HAVING PASSED 79 OF 95 BILLS SUBMITTED TO IT, DIET 

ENDED WITH CREDITABLE SCORE OF 83 PERCENT. OBVIOUS CONCERN 
INFLUENCING DIET TACTICS ON PART OF BOTH RULING LDP AND 
OPPOSITION PARTIES WAS TO USE DIET FORUM AS PART OF ALREADY 
DEVELOPING CAMPAIGN FOR JULY 7 UPPER HOUSE ELECTION. WITH 
SKYROCKETING PRICES AND INFLATION AS KEY ISSUE, UNPRECEDENTED 
SUMMONING OF 20 LEADING BUSINESS EXECUTIVES FOR PUBLIC GRILLING 
IN DIET ON PRICE HIKING, HOARDING AND OTHER QTE ANTI-SOCIAL 
UNQTE BUSINESS PRACTICES WAS USED BY OPPOSITION TO TRY TO DIS- 
CREDIT LDP AS WELL AS BIG BUSINESS AND EXPOSE THEM AS ENEMIES 
OF CONSUMER CITIZENS. ON OTHER HAND, LDP HANDLING OF YASUKUNI 
SHRINE BILL AND EDUCATION BILLS ALSO REPRESENTED EFFORT ON ITS 
PART TO CREATE COUNTER-ISSUES THAT WOULD APPEAL TO CONSERVATIVE- 
MINDED VOTERS. SCENARIO FOR ABORTED SHRINE BILL, FOR EXAMPLE, 

WAS CLEARLY DESIGNED TO SHOW LDP EXERTING MAXIMUM EFFORT TO 
ENACT BILL ONLY TO BE FRUSTRATED BY OPPOSITIOON PARTIES, WHILE 
BILLS TO STRENGTHEN POSITION AND AUTHORITY OF SCHOOL VICE 
PRINCIPALS AND TO ENHANCE PAY OF TEACHERS SERVED TO PUT LDP IN 
ROLE OF CHAMPION OF SOUND EDUCATION AGAINST RESISTANCE OF LEFTIST- 
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LED TEACHERS UNION. 

4. COMMENTARY IN LOCAL PRESS TENDED TO GIVE FAIRLY GOOD 

MARKS TO ACHIEVEMENTS OF SESSION, WHICH HELD IN MIDST OF ECONOMIC 
SHOCK CREATED BY OIL CRISIS AND WHICH, DESPITE DELAYS, GOT MOST 
OF ITS WORK DONE. MANY MEDIA APPRAISALS NOTED WITH APPROVAL 
THAT MOST MAJOR BILLS WERE PASSED AFTER CERTAIN DEGREE OF 
CONSENSUS HAD BEEN REACHED THROUGH CONSULTATION AND COMPROMISE 
BETWEEN RULING LDP AND OPPOSITON PARTIES. COMMENTARY ALSO 
STRESSED, HOWEVER, THAT DIET HAD FAILED TO DEAL ADEQUATELY WITH 
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PRICE PROBLEM. 

5. WITH DIET SESSION NOW CONCLUDED, MAIN FOCUS OF DOMESTIC 
POLITICS HAS SHIFTED TO UPPER HOUSE ELECTION CAMPAIGN, WHICH 
WILL BEGIN OFFICIALLY JUNE 14 BUT IS IN FACT ALREADY WELL 
ADVANCED AND JUST ABOUT ENTERING HOMESTRETCH. 

SHOESMITH 
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